
                                                        
The Gospel according to Matthew 

Good to know 

1. Jesus was descended from a royal line and is therefore called "Son of David", not on the side of 

his biological mother, Mary, whose lineage is not detailed, but on the side of Joseph, his adoptive 

father (ref Mt 1: 1-16). 

 

2. One of the disciples of Jesus named Matthew, the author of the Gospel according to Matthew, 

was a tax collector, a social class despised by the Jews (ref. Mt. 9: 9, 10: 3). 

 

3. Generally, Jesus spoke to the crowds who followed him in parables, because they were not given 

the opportunity to know the mystery of the kingdom of heaven (ref. Mt.13: 10-11)  

 

4. Four of Jesus' disciples bear the same name: 

a. Simon also called Peter, and Simon the Canaanite or Zealot (ref. Mt 10: 2-4) 

b. James, son of Zebedee and James son of Alphaeus (ref. Mt.10: 2-4) 

 

5. Four of Jesus' disciples were brothers:  

a. Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew, his brother (ref. Mt. 10: 2)  

b. James, son of Zebedee, and John his brother (ref. Mt. 10: 2) 

 

6. None of Jesus' four brothers was his disciple. Their names are James, Joseph, Simon and Jude 

(Mt. 12: 46-50, Mt. 13:55). 

 

7. Only two of the four evangelists were disciples of Jesus. They are Matthew and John (ref. Mt. 10: 

2-3). 

 

8. Four of Jesus' disciples bear the same names as two of his brothers. These are the two Simons, 

and the two James (ref. Mt. 10: 2-4, 13:55) 

 

9. At least five people bear the name of “Simon” in the book of Matthew:  

a. Simon, also called Peter, a disciple of Jesus (Mt. 10: 2),  

b. Simon, the Canaanite, a disciple of Jesus (Mt. 10: 4),  

c. Simon, one of Jesus' brothers (Mt. 13:55),  

d. Simon, the leper (Mt. 8: 1-4, 26: 6),  

e. Simon of Cyrene who carried his cross (Mt. 27:32) 

 

10. Jesus had brothers and sisters (Mt. 13: 55-56) 

 

11. Two of Jesus' brothers who became his disciples after his resurrection wrote in the Bible. They 

are James and Jude (ref: the book of James and the book of Jude; Mt. 13:55). 

 

12. Jesus did not perform many miracles in Nazareth, his hometown, because of people's contempt 

and disbelief with regards to his ministry and his message (Mt 13: 53-58) 

 



                                                        
13. Jesus was taken up into heaven from Galilee, where he grew up and exercised mostly his earthly 

ministry (Mt. 3:13, 4:12, 23, 28: 16-20). 


